
United States Patent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 

FILING DATE 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

10/681,407 

10/08/2003 

Curtis A. Roth 

14702.01 

7412 


7590 07/06/2005 

David N. Fronek 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
50 South Sixth Street, Suite 1500 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1498 


EXAMINER 


BOLLINGER, DAVID H 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


3653 

DATE MAILED: 07/06/2005 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO 90C (Rev 10/03) 


* 

Office Action Summary 

WWW W W> WW W m W m w w ■ • W Wf 

Application No. 

10/681,407 

Applicant(s) 

ROTH, CURTIS A. 

Examiner 

■ 

David H. Bollinger 

Art Unit 

3653 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 


Period for Reply 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 9, 10 and 15 through 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hiltmann et al. 

Hiltmann et al discloses a sheet deceleration apparatus comprising: a first roller 2 
or 3 rotatable about a first axis perpendicular to the travel path of the sheets and 
positioned on . one side to the travel path; a second rotatable roller (the other of 2 
or 3) rotatable about a second axis perpendicular to the travel path and position 
on the other side of the travel path from the first roller; at least one of the rollers 
being moveable relative to and toward the other roller to nip the sheet between 
the rollers. See Figure 1 . 

3. Claims 1 through 6, 9 through 12 and 15 through 18 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Frye et al. 

Frye et al discloses a sheet deceleration apparatus comprising: a first roller 172 
which is not driven and is rotatable about a first axis perpendicular to the sheet 
travel path and positioned on one side of the sheet travel path; a second roller 
192 which is driven and is rotatable about a second axis perpendicular to the 
sheet travel path and positioned on the other side of the sheet travel path from 
the first roller; and at least one of the rollers (172 in Frye et al) being moveable 
relative to and toward the other roller 192 to nip the sheet between the rollers 
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during at least a portion of the travel of the sheet. See Figure 4 and page 8 line 
10 through page 9 line 14. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hiltmann 
et al. 

Hiltmann et al as interpreted above in paragraph 2 teaches everything except 
being employed with a rotary press. The use of Hiltmann et al with a rotary press 
is considered an obvious use of the sheet stacking device for one of ordinary skill 
in the art since it is well, known that such stacking apparatus are employed to 
stack the output from rotary presses. 

6. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Frye et 
al. 

Frye et al as interpreted above in paragraph 3 teaches everything except being 
employed with a rotary press. The use of Frye et al with a rotary press is 
considered an obvious use of the sheet stacking device for one of ordinary skill in 
the art since it is well known that such stacking apparatus are employed to stack 
the output from rotary presses. 

7. Claims 7, 8, 13, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hiltmann et al in view of Villacieros Fernandez. 


Application/Control Number: 1 0/681 ,407 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3653 

Hiltmann et al as interpreted above in paragraph 2 teaches everything except a 
servo motor and drive linkage assembly to move the roller to be moved toward 
the other roller and the rollers comprising a plurality of laterally spaced rollers. 
Villacieros Fernandez teaches employing a servo motor and drive linkage to 
reciprocally move a nip arrangement into proper position (see Fig. 4 and column 
3 lines 62-63). Further, Villacieros Fernandez show rollers may be composed of 
a plurality of laterally spaced rollers 46 (see Fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ a servo 
motor to move one or more of the rollers of Hiltmann et al and to employ a 
plurality of laterally spaced rollers for the rollers of Hiltmann et al in view of the 
teachings of Villacieros Fernandez. 

8. Claims 7, 8, 13, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Frye et al in view of Villacieros Fernandez. 

Frye et al as interpreted above in paragraph 3 teaches everything except a servo 
motor and drive linkage assembly to move the roller to be moved toward the 
other roller and the rollers comprising a plurality of laterally spaced rollers. 
Villacieros Fernandez teaches employing a servo motor and drive linkage to 
reciprocally move a nip arrangement into proper position (see Fig. 4 and column 
3 lines 62-63). Further, Villacieros Fernandez show rollers may be composed of 
a plurality of laterally spaced rollers 46 (see Fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ a servo 
motor to move one or more of the rollers of Frye et al and to employ a plurality of 
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laterally spaced rollers for the rollers of Frye et al in view of the teachings of 

Villacieros Fernandez. 
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David H. Bollinger whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Walsh, can be reached on 571-272-6944. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


